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JOSEPH P. BENINCASA

President and CEO, The Actors Fund

Joseph P. Benincasa is the President and CEO

of The Actors Fund, the national human services
organization that helps everyone in entertainment
and the performing arts; he joined The Fund

in 1988.

Mr. Benincasa oversees innovative programs
including comprehensive social services, health
care services, employment and training, and
affordable, supportive and senior housing. The
Actors Fund’s headquarters are in New York City
with regional offices in Los Angeles and Chicago,
a nursing home in Englewood, NJ, and supportive
housing residences in Manhattan, NY, Brooklyn,
NY and West Hollywood, CA. He is also
Chairman of the Actors Fund Housing
Development Corporation which is building
affordable, supportive and senior care residences

for artists in major urban centers.

He serves on the board of directors of several
organizations including Broadway Cares/Equity
Fights AIDS, Career Transition for Dancers,

Times Square Alliance, Bio-Reference Laboratories,

the YMCA of New York City and the Somerset
Patriots, a minor league baseball team. He has
been recognized with several honors including

the inaugural Made in New York Award, presented
by Mayor Michael Bloomberg, and Brooklyn’s
Italian of the Year, presented by Borough
President Marty Markowitz. He served as chair of
the New York Society of Association Executives in
2007, has lectured on not-for-profit management at
Duke University and the New School and served
on the Tony Administration and Nominating
Committees, and on the Board of Directors of

the St. Peter’s University Medical Center. He

was recently awarded an Honorary Doctorate

of Humane Letters by Centenary College and has
been appointed by the New York State Attorney
General to review laws related to not-for-profit

reporting and governance.

Mr. Benincasa graduated from St. Joseph’s
University, earned a Masters from Rutgers
University and attended the Graduate Business
School at Fordham University. He is happily

married and has three children.
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THE ACTORS FUND...

AT A GLANCE

WHO WE ARE

The Actors Fund is a nonprofit, national human services
organization that helps performing arts and entertainment
professionals through a broad spectrum of social, health,
employment, and housing programs that address their
essential and critical needs.

WHO WE HELP

Everyone in the performing arts and entertainment
industry. And we mean it. Whether they appear on stage,
on camera, behind the scenes or “below the line,” we help
professionals in film, theatre, television, music, opera, radio
and dance. Every call is answered personally by our intake
counselors who direct people to the services most
appropriate for their needs.

LEADERSHIP
Brian Stokes Mitchell, Chairman of The Board
Joseph P. Benincasa, President and CEO

The Actors Fund’s Board of Trustees consists of

48 members representing all facets of the performing
arts and entertainment community as well as leaders
who are committed to those who work in entertainment.

PRESS INQUIRIES
David Engelman, Director of Communications

Tel: 212.221.7300 ext. 176
Cell: 917.623.6448
Fax: 212.536.7658

HOW WE HELP

Through more than 25 comprehensive social and health-
care services, employment and training programs and
affordable, supportive and senior housing initiatives,

The Actors Fund supports the arts by supporting artists
and those working in entertainment when theyre in need,
crisis or transition.

When we're not able to provide direct assistance,
The Actors Fund offers guidance and direction,
coordinating care with other human services
organizations and government agencies.

FUNDING

A non-profit organization, The Actors Fund’s annual
budget is approximately $27 million, of which more

than half represents private donations from foundations,
corporations, entertainment guilds and unions as well as
thousands of individuals. In addition, The Fund produces
numerous theatrical events throughout the year to involve
the community and raise additional funding for its
programs.

NATIONAL OFFICES
Eastern Region

729 Seventh Avenue, 10th floor
New York, NY 10019
212.221.7300

Midwestern Region

203 N. Wabash, Suite 2104
Chicago, IL 60601
312.372.0989

Western Region

5757 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 400
Los Angeles, CA 90036
323.933.9244

WEB SITE
www.actorsfund.org
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PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

The Actors Fund is a national human services organization that helps everyone—performers and those behind the scenes—
who works in performing arts and entertainment, helping more than 12,000 people directly each year, and hundreds of thou-
sands online. Serving professionals in film, theatre, television, music, opera, radio and dance, The Fund’s programs include
social services and emergency assistance, health care and insurance, housing, and employment and training services. With
offices in New York, Los Angeles and Chicago, The Actors Fund has—for nearly 130 years—been a safety net for those in
need, crisis or transition.

Our team is comprised of more than 33 social workers, 1 on-staff physician and 24 volunteer physicians, 15 counselors and
administrative staff in Los Angeles, New York and Chicago, as well as more than 250 volunteers, 48 board members and
more than 200 advisory and committee members across the country, such as our Dancers’ Resource and Looking Ahead
Advisory Councils. Operating efficiently with 86 cents of every dollar devoted to programs, The Actors Fund has been
awarded a three star rating from Charity Navigator.

Our programs help people in four key areas:

SOCIAL SERVICES

Provides confidential counseling, education, financial
assistance, and linkage to community resources that
address a wide array of challenges faced by people in

HEALTH SERVICES

Offers health insurance information, referrals and
counseling as well as the only full-time free health clinic
in NYC for the uninsured in the performing arts and

the performing arts. entertainment.
e American Comedy Fund o Artists Health Insurance Resource Center (AHIRC)
*  Chemical Dependency Program e The Al Hirschfeld Free Health Clinic
e Conrad Cantzen Shoe Fund e The Performing Arts Clinic at Venice Family Clinic
e The Dancers” Resource

Entertainment Industry Assistance Program HOUSING

Financial Wellness Program
Funerals and Burials
HIV/AIDS Initiative

Housing is a critical concern for many in the performing
arts and entertainment industry. The Actors Fund
maintains four facilities, including:

* Housing Resource Center

e  HOWL! Emergency Life Project e The Lillian Booth Actors Home, Englewood, NJ
* Looking Ahead Youth Program e The Dorothy Friedman Residence (formerly The
e Mental Health Services Aurora), New York, NY

e Phyllis Newman Women'’s Health Initiative e The Schermerhorn, Brooklyn, NY

e Senior and Disabled Care Program e The Palm View, West Hollywood, CA

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING SERVICES
Assists people in identifying and obtaining sideline PRESS INQUIRIES

and second careers through career counseling, job David Engelman, Director of Communications

training and job development.
Tel: 212.221.7300 ext. 176

Cell: 917.623.6448
Email: dengelman@actorsfund.org
www.actorsfund.org

e The Actors Fund Work Program (AWP)
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SOCIAL SERVICES

The Actors Fund provides confidential programs that address a wide array of challenges faced
by people in performing arts and entertainment.

With respect and understanding, our professional social workers offer counseling and
support groups, education, financial assistance and practical help—completely free of charge.

Programs include: MENTAL HEALTH

Evaluations, crisis intervention, referrals and counseling
AMERICAN COMEDY FUND that address such issues as depression, anxiety, eating
The American Comedy Fund is a partnership with the disorders and post-traumatic stress are offered to
Entertainment Industry Foundation (EIF), The Actors individuals, couples and families. The Fund also
Fund and Motion Picture & Television Fund (MPTF) helps manage such chronic challenges as housing and

treatment issues for those struggling with long-term

to provide the comedy community much-needed social
psychiatric disabilities.

services, emergency assistance, health care, insurance,

housing, and employment and training services.
CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY

ENTERTAINMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (EAP) Support during recovery helps achieve and maintain

sobriety and abstinence while people learn coping

The unique circumstances of a career as an
strategies to build a future without mood-altering

entertainment professional are managed through

counseling, crisis intervention, advocacy and emergency substances. Evaluations and referrals to treatment

programs are offered, while counselors also help negotiate

financial assistance. Educational seminars and groups
fees, coordinate care and work with in- and out-patient

in financial planning, securing affordable housing and
career transition are also available. treatment facilities. The Fund also educates and works
directly with employers when careers are jeopardized

SENIORS AND DISABLED and assists union representatives, managers and agents

People in the entertainment in responding to substance abuse in the workplace.

professions are known for their
HIV/AIDS INITIATIVE

resiliency and survival skills,
Works with the newly diagnosed, those living

but sometimes age or disability

requires them to reach out for and working with the virus, and those who are

assistance. Our services for seniors ill. The program includes supportive counseling

and the disabled help people
maintain their independence while
making sure they have access to all

groups, advocacy for public and private benefits,
long-term financial assistance and linkage to

health insurance, medical care and other local resources.
programs—federal, state, local and not-for-profit—that

FINANCIAL WELLNESS

Through individual and couples counseling, workshops,
groups and seminars, our Financial Wellness program
promotes healthy financial self-care for those addressing
the role of money in their lives. This program identifies
strategies for solvent living, reducing or eliminating debt,
and helping build a more stable financial future.

can enhance their quality of life.
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SOCIAL SERVICES

Programs Continued:

PHYLLIS NEWMAN
WOMEN'’S HEALTH INITIATIVE
A breast cancer survivor, Phyllis helped us establish this

program so women in our community know there is a
safety net and a place to turn when they are faced
with critical health concerns. We help women navigate
healthcare systems and provide assistance so they can
focus on getting well.

THE DANCERS’
RESOURCE

Award-winning dancer/actress
Bebe Neuwirth understands
the stresses that come with
not being able to dance—
even more so after her own

hip replacements. Together
we created this program

to be a support system for
dancers with injuries. We are helping dancers through
peer activities, access to quality medical care, individual
counseling and more.

HOWL! EMERGENCY LIFE PROJECT (HELP)

The HOWL! Project provides emergency assistance

to performing artists from the NYC East Village
Community whose work challenges the traditional
boundaries of dance, theatre, music, multimedia and the
spoken word. This program is especially focused toward
participants in the annual HOWL! Festival.

CONRAD CANTZEN

SHOE FUND

In 1945, actor Conrad Cantzen bequeathed his estate
to help actors purchase shoes so they did not appear
“down at the heels” when auditioning. We offer partial
reimbursement for the purchase of a new pair of shoes
annually.

Looking Ahead kids enjoy volunteering for community service
projects like this recent “tree planting” in Malibu State Creek Park.

FUNERALS & BURIALS

Burying our colleagues with dignity was a founding
service of The Actors Fund in 1882. We continue to
provide a gravesite and headstone as well as assistance
with the cost of cremations and burials to those in need.

UNION / PARTNER PROGRAMS

The Actors Fund contracts with 8 separate
entertainment industry unions, health plans, employers
and other organizations to provide member/employee
assistance services.

LOOKING AHEAD, FOR PROFESSIONAL

YOUNG PERFORMERS

Professional young performers face unique challenges—
managing work and school, coping with unusual levels
of rejection and attention, spending long periods of time
away from peers and family and much more. In 2003,
The Actors Fund partnered with SAG and AFTRA to
create Looking Ahead as a way of helping professional
young performers thrive amid these challenges, take
time to just be kids and make a successful transition to
adulthood—both in and out of the business.

Based in Los Angeles and focusing on youth ages 9 to 18,
Looking Ahead plans social events, offers educational
and emotional counseling, takes community service field
trips and builds leadership skills. For more information,
visit www.lookingaheadprogram.org.

UNCLAIMED COOGAN FUNDS

Coogan Funds were set up to protect a portion of
professional children’s earnings. The State of California
has named The Actors Fund as trustee of all unclaimed
Coogan Funds. The funds are protected until they are
claimed by the proper beneficiary. For additional infor-
mation, please visit www.unclaimedcoogan.org.



Actors Fund
for everyone

EMPLOYMENT
AND TRAINING

The Actors Fund Work Program (AWP)

Work in performing arts and entertainment is episodic and frequently doesn’t pay the
bills. This unique program helps people identify and find fulfilling secondary work that
complements a performing arts or entertainment career. For some, the program also
helps plan for a career transition.

Services include:

CAREER COUNSELING

Performing arts and entertainment professionals have skills and experience that are valued in other industries. Our
career counselors help identify those transferable skills. Activities focus on career options, informational seminars,
networking and resume writing.

JOB TRAINING
The Fund’s training programs are designed to give people a competitive edge in such fields as office administration,
arts-in-education and teaching English to speakers of other languages.

JOB DEVELOPMENT

Our job developers work closely with employers in New York and Los Angeles to design job opportunities that
recognize our members’ abilities and interests. Job search and interview workshops are offered weekly along
with a job bulletin. Our staff will work on creating successful job submissions.
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HEALTH SERVICES

Credit: Spencer Platt, Getty Images North America

Twice as many people in show business do not have health insurance

as compared with the national average.

The Actors Fund acts as a resource for more than 400,000 people

accessing health information each year.

ARTISTS HEALTH INSURANCE

RESOURCE CENTER

Provides detailed information and options for
obtaining health insurance. The Center offers
workshops, telephone and in-person counseling

and a comprehensive state-by-state internet website
(www.ahirc.org) of insurers, government programs,
small group plans and income-based health care. The
Fund also advocates for legislation that increases access
to affordable, quality health care.

AL HIRSCHFELD FREE HEALTH CLINIC

Provides free health care and referral services to
under- and un-insured professionals in the New York
City area. The clinic offers primary and specialty care,
health screenings, wellness education and insurance
counseling. Associated with the Center for Family
Medicine at Columbia University Medical Center, the
clinic is staffed with a full-time physician and a referral

panel of volunteer specialists.

PHYLLIS NEWMAN

WOMEN'’S HEALTH INITIATIVE

Offers women faced with health-related issues case
management, crisis intervention and assistance in
navigating the medical system. Support services include
free (to the under- or un-insured) mammograms

and gynecological exams, an annual health fair and
counseling along with groups, workshops, seminars

and resource support that help women coping with
significant diagnoses and the situations that result.

STAGE MANAGERS’

NATIONAL HEALTH DIRECTORY

An online resource on The Actors Fund website
developed in partnership with the Broadway stage
management community. It includes referrals to
health care providers who have expertise in treating
performing artists and covers a wide variety of
specialties.

THE PERFORMING ARTISTS’ CLINIC

Provides free medical care to those in need in the Los
Angeles area. In collaboration with MusiCares and the
Venice Family Clinic, it is currently open two evenings

per month.
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SUPPORTIVE AND

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

According to a National Endowment for the Arts study, the median income for performing artists (including actors,

dancers and musicians) is about $20,000 per year, or about 1/3 less than the average working American. In New York

and Los Angeles, the coastal hubs for artists and entertainers, housing is almost triple the national average ranging
from $600,000 to $1.4M for a small 2 bedroom urban house in Brooklyn and Manhattan respectively, and $2,500 for one
month’s rent of a two-bedroom apartment. The Actors Fund provides more than 500 affordable or assisted living units.

THE LILLIAN BOOTH
ACTORS HOME
Englewood,

New Jersey

This acclaimed senior

care facility provides
assisted living, skilled
nursing and rehabilitation for 124 residents. We pride
ourselves on offering the highest quality care in a
beautiful setting where people can maintain the bonds
and interests of their unique professional lives.

THE DOROTHY ROSS
FRIEDMAN RESIDENCE
(FORMERLY THE AURORA)
New York, New York

A 30-story high rise in midtown
Manhattan providing 178 units of
shared, supportive housing and
featuring a wide variety of activities
for the residents. Modern units at

affordable prices are offered to low
income working professionals, seniors
and people living with HIV/AIDS.

THE HOUSING RESOURCE CENTER

Provides regularly updated information on finding affordable
housing, roommate opportunities, tenants’ rights, housing
court and purchasing a first home. The Housing Resource
Center also sponsors the Housing Bulletin Board, where
entertainment professionals can post housing availabilities
and search for places to live. The Center can be accessed
through www.actorsfund.org.

THE PALM VIEW

West Hollywood, California
Developed in partnership
with the West Hollywood
Community Housing
Corporation, The Palm View
includes 40 low-cost garden
apartments for people living
with HIV/AIDS. Services are provided through The
Fund’s HIV/AIDS Initiative and other local supportive
service organizations.

THE SCHERMERHORN

Brooklyn, New York

Opened in 2009 in collaboration with
Common Ground Community, this
216 unit, “green” facility features
affordable, supportive housing for
single adults and a multipurpose

community room/performance space

for resident activities and local arts

organizations, creating a new cultural hub for the area
and a home to the Brooklyn Ballet.

Actors Fund

Established in 2009 as a subsidiary of The Actors Fund,
the Actors Fund Housing Development Corporation
(AFHDC) develops high quality, affordable, supportive
and senior housing for the performing arts and
entertainment community.



