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The Actors Fund is a nationwide  
human services organization that helps 
all professionals in performing arts and 
entertainment. The Fund is a safety net, 
providing programs and services for  
those who are in need, crisis or transition.

The Actors Fund serves ALL  
professionals—not just actors—in performing  
arts and entertainment—EVERYONE who works  
in film, theater, television, music, dance, radio  
and opera. PNWHI’s services are strengthened  
by the following programs of The Fund:

Social Services provide counseling,  
advocacy and emergency financial assistance. 
Entertainment Assistance Program 
Mental Health 
Chemical Dependency 
HIV/AIDS Initiative 
Financial Wellness Program
Senior and Disabled Care 
The Dancers’ Resource 
HOWL Emergency Life Project
American Comedy Fund
Conrad Cantzen Shoe Fund 

Health Services address the needs  
of the under- and un-insured. 
Al Hirschfeld Free Health Clinic (NY) 
Artists Health Insurance Resource Center 

Employment and Training develops 
sideline work or transitions through career 
counseling, job training, tuition assistance 
and job placement. 
The Actors Fund Work Program 

Looking Ahead (LA) a program for  
young performers that supports healthy  
transitions to adulthood. 

Supportive Housing 
The Lillian Booth Actors Home (Englewood, NJ) 
The Dorothy Ross Friedman Residence,  
	 formerly The Aurora (Manhattan) 
The Palm View (West Hollywood) 
The Schermerhorn (Brooklyn, NY) 
Housing Resource Center

www.actorsfund.org
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Initiated by Fund trustee and cancer survivor  
Phyllis Newman, PNWHI was established so that  
no woman need face significant health concerns 
alone. Staffed by social workers who are experienced 
in helping women manage the challenges triggered 
by a significant medical diagnosis, the health  
initiative offers a roster of services. Whether  
negotiating the steps that follow a serious medical 
diagnosis, providing support or securing available 
community or financial resources, our goal is to help 
women receive the care and support they need to 
reduce stress and focus on wellness. 

The program’s  
founder, Phyllis  
Newman, writes:
I know from personal  
experience the fear and pain 
that can spring from a major 
medical crisis. In 1983,  
I was diagnosed with breast 
cancer which led to a double 
mastectomy. At that time,  
you didn’t hear a lot of  
inspirational stories, and you didn’t know many 
people who were survivors because everyone was  
so quiet about it. This is no longer the case. 

Today, my female colleagues in entertainment  
have PNWHI: a safe place to go to address serious  
medical concerns and get confidential and  
compassionate help. 

Phyllis Newman 
Women’s Health 
Initiative (PNWHI)

“It is such a relief…I don’t know how I 
would have managed otherwise. I keep 
pinching myself that The Actors Fund  
exists and some angel has smiled down 
on me and offered help. Thank you 
doesn’t begin to say it.”

Phyllis Newman hosts the annual Nothing Like a Dame 
benefit for PNHWI. Photo Credit: Jerry Speier.

How PNWHI helps…

•	 Navigating medical and health care systems 
through each step of treatment and the  
recovery process.

•	 Counseling to help women and their families 
cope with the impact of illness, including  
referrals to psychotherapists who are experienced 
in working with women in the performing arts 
and entertainment industry.

•	 Groups that provide a place where women can  
offer and receive support around issues ranging  
from managing chronic conditions to returning 
to work and family issues.

•	 Educational seminars on topics such as  
navigating the health care system, managing 
personal finances, acquiring health insurance, 
wellness and locating affordable housing.

•	 Linkage to public and private community  
resources that offer support, education or  
financial assistance.

•	 Short-term financial assistance for health- 
related costs such as treatment, medication,  
insurance and co-payments, as well as  
assistance with essential living expenses.

Who is Eligible?
All women working in performing arts and entertain-
ment are eligible for individual services, groups  
and seminars. Eligibility for Emergency Financial 
Assistance requires an application, interview and 
documentation of professional earnings. 

Each year PNWHI helps hundreds of women  
in the performing arts and entertainment  
profession who are in health crisis—many 
whose treatment is compromised by lack of 
health insurance.

PNWHI provides access to an extensive support 
network that includes health care, diagnostic,  
preventive, and mental health services, substance 
abuse treatment and meaningful financial  
assistance when women are confronted with  
a significant illness or injury. 

“Since my diagnosis of breast cancer,  
I have felt waves of fear, anger and  
bewilderment, tempered by generosity  
such as yours. I am proud to be part  
of a profession that takes such good  
care of its own.”


